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WILLIAM STREET PRECINCT —  
UNESCO’S ASIA–PACIFIC AWARDS FOR CULTURAL HERITAGE CONSERVATION 2012 

Statement by Minister for Heritage 

MR G.M. CASTRILLI (Bunbury — Minister for Heritage) [2.05 pm]: It gives me pleasure to advise 
members of the house that the state heritage–listed William Street precinct has been recognised in the 2012 
United Nation’s Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation Asia–Pacific Awards for Cultural Heritage 
Conservation. This year was the first time that the Western Australian Heritage Awards teamed with the 
UNESCO Asia–Pacific Awards, which is renowned as the region’s premium cultural heritage awards. The 
judges awarded the precinct an honourable mention for its contribution to revitalising Northbridge and for 
creatively balancing heritage conservation with investment opportunities. 

The revitalisation of the heritage-listed William Street precinct in Perth has transformed an area in which a 
majority of the buildings had either been neglected or underutilised. The redevelopment of William Street, which 
was catalysed by an innovative public–private partnership scheme led by the Western Australian state 
government, has injected a new lease of life into this historic precinct. Over the past two years, the state 
government has spent more than $18 million to revitalise the Perth Cultural Centre, including refurbishing a 
number of heritage buildings along the eastern side of William Street. This award is a very welcome celebration 
of the social and cultural value of heritage conservation in urban renewal. 

The William Street precinct was one of four Western Australian Heritage Award winners endorsed by the 
Heritage Council and shortlisted for nomination by UNESCO as part of the new State Heritage Office initiative 
to raise the profile of WA heritage projects in the Asia–Pacific region. In fact, this year the William Street 
precinct was one of only eight projects recognised by the UNESCO awards, illustrating the high calibre of 
heritage conservation work being undertaken through the collaboration between the Metropolitan 
Redevelopment Authority and the Heritage Council. In all, there were 43 entries from 11 countries. 

UNESCO recognises the efforts of private individuals and organisations that have successfully restored and 
conserved structures and buildings of heritage value in the region. I am very proud that this prestigious award 
highlights the significant steps that this government is making in conserving and revitalising our heritage 
properties.  
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